April 29th, 2001
Hi Gavin

I sometimes start by saying that there is not much to report and that I may not write much. Sometimes that turns out to be wrong. But today, it may be correct. Let’s see!

Yesterday I got a belated birthday card from Nadine with a couple of photographs of her and Leonie. Nice to get them. However, I don’t make any fuss about my birthdays. In fact, I did not even mention it in my letters to you all. Nadine also included newspaper clippings of the shootings at the high school in San Diego. 

This is another holiday weekend in Hong Kong. Just finished Easter and here we have another. Monday and Tuesday are holidays – one for Buddah’s birthday and other (May 1st, May Day) is Labour Day (the holiday in communist or former communist countries to celebrate the workers. In the former Soviet Union, a huge military parade was always held in Red Square. There will probably be a similar parade in Beijing.) For me, holidays or not, it makes no difference. The gym and pool are open every day and my work still has to be done. At the moment I am writing the teacher’s book for Book 2 of the Singapore books. 

Exercising five days a week now. Running has finished. Hasn’t been a good season for it, mainly because of this annoying injury in my thigh. It has still not completely gone though I don’t notice it much unless I make a sudden exertion. The Achilles’ heel has also still not completely healed either. I don’t know why they are lasting so long! Went to the pool yesterday afternoon, mainly for sunbathing. But had a shorter swim. Quite a lot of people were using the pool. 

Some HK news. The Chinese president, Jiang Zemin, is to visit HK next week. The Falun Gung want to stage a peaceful protest about what is happening to their practitioners in China. But the Government here is warning them and making all sorts of threats about this. This in spite of the fact that there are many groups, such as business groups and probably one or too less peaceful groups, who want to make protests or representations to the president. But no warnings against them, of course! So-called pro-China people strongly support this action whereas many others (including the HK Law Society) are strongly against singling out the Falun Gung. Some time ago, I mentioned about the expatriate police officer who was providing poor quality bullet-proof vests for the Force. He has now left the Police Force and has been arrested for providing false material to support the Mongolian wife of a friend of his to stay on HK. Down below the hotel here, on a piece of land next to the LRT (tram) station, some construction recently took place. The areas was ashphalted, lines laid out for car parking and a couple of tents appeared. Turned out to be for a ‘ground-breaking’ ceremony for further LRT developments in this area. After the ceremony, which lasted only a few hours, everything quickly disappeared. I didn’t go down to find out what it is what all about; used the binoculars you left behind to read the sign that was hung up.

Did you hear about the takeover of a hotel in Istanbul, Turkey by an armed Chechen group. Well, a Cathay Pacific aircrew was staying in the hotel and were held hostage. However, the takeover was brief and was over within a day the group handed their weapons over to the Turkish police. The airline is now going to change hotels for their aircrews. On TV, there was an interesting documentary about four of the major figures in World War II – Churchill, Roosevelt, Stalin and Eisenhower. Also saw on TV about a pilotless robot jet plane which flew from Edwards Air Force base in California all the way across the Pacific to land in Adelaide, Australia. Impressive feat. There has also been talk in the recent past of robotic jets being used in wars instead of manned ones.

Last Wednesday (25th) was ANZAC Day. No longer a public holiday in NZ (don’t know about Australia) and an optional holiday for schools. I think it was an ordinary school at Christ’s College. A pity really as I think it is important for people to remember those who fought in the past wars. When I was at school, there was always a parade along the main street in Gisborne every ANZAC Day. The Boys’ Brigade, which I belonged to, always sent a contingent. Also marching were veterans from the past wars. I can still remember that there were some from three wars – WWII, WWI and the Boer War (Britain against South African Afrikaners/Boers 1899-1902), though there were not many left in the last group.

There was a blackout this past week for my e-mail. The mail.com.company has been taken over by another company. Although we were promised a smooth transition, it apparently didn’t work out that way. At times, couldn’t access anything. At other times, I got to my mail box but couldn’t open anything. Just when I was thinking of opening another e-mail account (with Netscape), things came back to normal. The capacity of the ‘new’ account is supposed to be larger and the speed is supposed to be faster. By the way, check you e-mail account occasionally. If it is like mine, it can be closed down if not used for 90 days.

Looked up the Internet for the Rugby 7’s. After HK, tournaments have been held in Shanghai and one other place. Australia won both (I think). NZ and Australia now on top, both with 106 points; Fiji way back in third with 92 points.

Well, have managed to fill up both pages. Cheers.

Dad
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